CAIRO

This plan of mine is perhaps contrary to that generally
adopted, but the benefits I see in it are so great that I am
sure it will be to our advantage. It will get us out of the
habit the navy has of entrusting the command of the
advance guard to the captain of a mere frigate, whereas in
fact all subsequent events turn upon the first view of the
enemy, and the first reports.

I am starting to-morrow night, and I hope to find the
fleet ready when I arrive.

[CoRRESP., iv, 2540. Napoleon left Paris on May 4, and the fleet
(of nearly 400 ships) sailed from Toulon for Egypt on the i9th. The
mixture of military and naval terms belongs to the original.]
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MISANTHROPY

TO JOSEPH

CAIRO, July 25, 1798.

THE papers will tell you about the result of the fighting,
and the conquest of Egypt. There was enough resistance to
add a glorious page to the military annals of the army.
Egypt is the richest country in the world for corn, rice,
meat, and vegetables. It is as barbarous as it can be. There
is no money, not even enough to pay the troops. I may be in
France again in two months. Please look after my interests.
There is plenty to worry me at home. . . . Your friendship
means a lot to me: were I to lose it, and to see you betraying
me, I should become a complete misanthrope. It is a melan-
choly business, when all the affections of one's heart are
wrapped up in a single person.

I want you to arrange to have a country place ready for
me when I return, either in Burgundy or near Paris. I am
counting on spending the winter there, and seeing no one.
I am sick of society. I need solitude, isolation. My feelings
are dried up, and I am bored with public display. I am tired
of glory at 29; it has lost its charm; and there is nothing
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